8                   WORK AND WORSHIP

culture according as it is directed towards
conduct, thought, feeling or the higher nature),
we have to place ourselves in imagination in
the position of nature, and see man as the
special faculty within nature through which
she achieves culture. Within her there is the
urge to growth and elaboration. Unaided she
spreads out her wild progeny of swamp and
jungle and forest; hut the tendency of these is
toward rankness, overcrowding and ultimate
mutual degeneration, if not destruction. With
growth unchecked the earth would become
(as Milton visualises it in Comus) "quite
surcharged with her own weight/'

And strangled with her waste fertility;
Th* earth cumber'd, and the wing'd air

darkt with plumes,

The herds would over-multitude their lords,
The sea  o'erfraught  would   swell,  and

th' unsought diamonds
Would so emblaze the forehead of the deep,
,   And so bestud with stars, that they below
Would grow inur'd to light, and come at last
To gaze upon the sun with shameless brows.

Then comes man who, in cultivating nature in
order to satisfy his own needs, is really satisfy-
ing B&ture's need for cultivation, for redemption
from her own embarrassmeut of wild richness*